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Christianity. But there is on.e moral contradiction
inseparable from every form of Christianity, which no
ingenuity can resolve, and no sophistry explain away.
It is, that so precious a gift, bestowed on a few,
should have been withheld from the many: that
countless millions of human beings should have
been allowed to live and die, to sin and
suffer, without the one thing needful, the divine
remedy for sin and suffering, which it would have
cost the Divine Giver as little to have vouchsafed to
all, as to have bestowed by special grace upon a
favoured minority. Add to this, that * the divine
message, assuming it to be such, has been authenti-
cated by credentials so insufficient, that they fail to
convince a large proportion of the strongest and most
cultivated minds, and the tendency to disbelieve them
appears to grow with the growth of scientific knowledge
and critical discrimination. He who can believe these
to be the intentional shortcomings of a perfectly good
Being, must impose silence on every prompting of the
sense of goodness and justice as received among men.

It is, no doubt, possible (and there are many
instances of it) to worship with the intensest devotion
either Deity, that of Nature or of the Gospel, without
any perversion of the moral sentiments: but this
must be by fixing the attention exclusively on what
is beautiful and beneficent in the precepts and spirit
of the Gospel and in the dispensations of Nature, and